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Ty Gwyn Education Centre
Equity Grant (formerly PDG) Statement (January 2026)

Ty Gwyn Education Centre is a secondary age Pupil Referral Unit, located in Aberdare and serving all of Rhondda Cynon Taff. 
The small class provision and specialised support for children and young people aged 11-16 is based on high quality teaching and learning and a trauma informed approach to presenting social, emotional and mental health needs.
There are 8 classes across Key Stage 3 and 4, nearly all learners are dually registered with a mainstream school. Learners in Key Stage 3 are always considered for re-integration where there is appropriate evidence this would better meet their needs.
Learners in KS3 follow an integrated, skills based curriculum, combined with some specialist teaching, which fulfils the 4 purposes of the planned new curriculum; to be ambitious and capable, to be enterprising and creative, to be ethical and informed and to be healthy and confident.
This is underpinned by the development of Welsh culture and the language, personal health and well-being and the development of learner voice and their understanding of rights and responsibilities across the PRU.
Number of learners (2025–26): 45 and increasing throughout the year
Proportion of learners eligible for PDG/Equity Grant (eFSM): 53%
Number of CLA learners: 6
Date statement published: January 2026
PDG/Equity Grant Lead: Victoria Cox-Wall
Management Committee Lead: Sarah Wheeler (Chair)

Funding Overview
PDG/Equity Grant (eFSM): £27,600
PDG/Equity Grant CLA: £5800
Total PDG/Equity Grant allocation: £50,000


Equity Grant/PDGStrategy 
Statement of Intent
Ty Gwyn Education Centre is committed to reducing the impact of poverty and adverse childhood experiences on learner outcomes. Many of our learners have experienced disrupted education, social and emotional trauma, or lengthy periods out of school. The Equity Grant/PDG enables us to provide targeted and bespoke interventions to improve:
· Learners’ literacy and numeracy skills
· Learners’ ability to engage positively with learning
· Learners’ social skills and abilities
· Learners’ emotional health and wellbeing as a learner and as a person
· Learners’ access to a wide range of experiences that enrich their lives and broaden their horizons, outlook and aspirations
Interventions
All learners at Ty Gwyn have local authority Individual Development Plans (IDPs) and the Additional Learning Provision (ALP) is bespoke to the specific needs of the learner. These are:
· Literacy and numeracy individual programmes
· A six week on/six week off ELSA model of 2 x weekly sessions for each pupil
· Individual wellbeing sessions using immersive activities such as skateboarding, sports sessions and cooking
· Support for anxiety, trauma, and emotional regulation daily
· Relational practice and play based work
Planned PDG Expenditure
PDG/Equity Grant CLA:
Dallaglio Rugby Works Sports Mentors sessions x 1 weekly
Skateboard Academy sessions x 2 weekly




PDG/Equity Grant:
Therapeutic Team Lead and 2 additional Therapeutic staff to assess, plan and deliver bespoke therapeutic interventions, based on the trauma informed recovery model
Therapeutic staff x 2 to support learners in developing literacy and numeracy skills to access learning after long periods out of school or traumatic incidents that may have impacted their lives using the ELSA model and approaches such as Emotion Coaching and Drawing Therapy.

Impact measures
· Improved literacy and numeracy scores (tested twice annually)
· Improved overall responses to the learner survey (annually)
· Improved individual scores on pre and post intervention ELSA questionnaires (throughout the rolling year)
· Improved whole school PASS data (annual) 
· Progress reported to the Management Committee annually 
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